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This is an interview with Mr. Robert Blum about 
Maude McMindes, an instructor at Fort Hays State 
University in the 1930's and 1940's, conducted by 
Junior Hatton. 
JUNIOR: What years did you attend at Fort Hays? 
MR. BLUM: Uh, I started there in January of '47 and 
attended until January of '51 for my bachelor's 
degree. 
JUNIOR: For your bachelor's? 
MR. BLUM: Yes. 
JUNIOR: So, was Maude McMindes ... she was an 
instructor of yours? 
MR. BLUM: Right. 
JUNIOR: How many? Did you have through the whole time? 
MR. BLUM: Well, I had her in, uh. See, she was 
teaching what we call the "block" at that time. 
For, uh, well, the block student teachers took 
their training in the Hays High School. Weren't 
that many, in the section that I was in. Which 
was in the fall of 1950. I think there were 53 
or 54 of us. 
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JUNIOR: Did you have more than one class under 
her during the course of one semester? 
MR. BLUM: Well, you see, the block consisted of six 
hours. So, when we started for that semester, we 
had Maude McMindes for most of the time. 
JUNIOR: Can you name some o~ these courses that 
you've had under her? 
MR. BLUM: Under Maude? 
JUNIOR: Under Maude, yes. 
MR. BLUM: Well, it was, uh, direction with her. 
Uh, she was director of, uh, teaching; I believe. 
I don't remember how it was spelled out. 
Directed Teachlng and Principles of Secondary 
Education Methods, Secondary Education Adolescence 
and Curriculum. 
JUNIOR: How did Maude teach her classes? What kind 
of a process? 
MR. BLUM: Well, Maude believed that, uh, that the 
way to be a good teacher was hard work. And, 
everything that she directed uh. like this book 
that I have here. You can go through here. 
JUNIOR: Okay. 
MR. BLUM: It, uh. Every implication that, uh, a lot 
of this was, uh, uh, work. This book was probably 
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meaningless. But uh, yet, in her way of thinking 
it was to instill in us as teachers that the only 
way you could be a good teacher was through 
hard work. And. uh, while reading it, I have 
seen some of the things she, uh, said and did that 
right at the time when she would, uh, O!, uh, we 
probably didn't agree with her because, uh, when , 
you're real busy you know, you don't think you can 
get any busier. But, Maude, looking back we 
realized that Maude stayed busier than we were. 
I would like to use one example. Was that when 
every week, on Friday, uh, we had turn into Maude 
a, uh, letter to the, uh, how the week had gone. 
Uh, if we had any problems she made it very 
plain that, uh. she didn't want, you know, any one 
paragraph, or one sentence deals. She wanted a 
personal letter. we all had a box. And on that 
box, then on Monday morning we were to pick up our 
mail and there was an answer to our letter. And. 
uh, most of us wrote a page, page and a half, two 
three pages. And when we pick up our mail on 
Monday morning weall had an answer from Maude. 
which meant that Maude had to read 53 or 54 letters. 
There were little comments on your letter. But, 
then she wrtoe an answer to nearly every 
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paragraph, and you would have a one and a half 
to two page letter from Maude. 
JUNIOR So, you mean these letters were personal 
letters? 
MR. BLUM: Personal letters. 
JUNIOR: But not business type? 
MR. BLUM: No. Which meant she had to spend about 
all weekend answering those letters, and, that, uh 
she was the sme way about her testing program. 
JUNIOR: Yeah. That was my next question, what her 
grading system was like. What was her grading 
system? 
MR. BLUM: She, uh, Maude was, uh. Anyone that's been 
in a teaching field knows that most, uh, teacher, 
the reason that they do not, uh, have essay type 
questions is the time in grading. They have to 
be graded. You can't, an essay type question 
can't be graded by.uh, some clerk or, uh, 
someone who's just helping. The instructor has 
to grade them. So, Maude gave essay type tests. 
Uh, absolute in no way that anyone, uh, could, uh. 
cheat or cribe because it never entered into 
Maude's mind. I don't think that anyone would 
do that. And, uh, so where in other courses then 
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there was a lot cribbing and cheating going on. 
Never in her class. because how could you cheat 
on an essay type question? 
JUNIOR: That's pretty difficult. 
MR. BLUM: But, uh, how many instructors can you 
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find that would take that time, uh, to grade an 
essay type question? And, uh, the final, the final 
• 
test in that, uh. Still I wished I'd a kept a 
copy. Well, a semester, or the nine-weeks test 
was the same way. But, at the end of the 
semester, since this block was, as I remember was 
six hours, and I think said eight or four hours 
a while ago. But, it was six hours. You got 
credit for six hours, and which meant that, uh, 
I believe we had two or like, uh, four hours 
blocked off for the test. And I think Maude, uh, 
thought that probably that four hours meant four 
hours, so her tests consisted of, I think, 
between 35 and 40 pages. 
JUNIOR: Whew! A big test. 
MR. BLUM: That's counting front and back. She 
didn't believe in waste, so, she had the test on 
the back of the, kind of like there would've say 
18 pages, and uh, practically all essay. Just 
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almost terribly essay. And, uh, so the, we, uh, 
really the unique thing about that test was when 
we, uh, turned the page like it would be about at 
the end of say, uh, oh. uh, page 18, or something 
like that. There was a dime scotch taped to paper 
and said, "You have now reached the midway point 
of your test. Take this dime and go to the social 
building, and get a cup of coffee or a coke and 
a doughnut, and, uh, relax a little bit then come 
back and finish the test." Of course the dime 
implies the difference in the values at that 
time. 
JUNIOR: Right. 
MR. BLUM: How many doughnuts, uh, coffee or 
cokes can you buy for a dime today? 
JUNIOR: You can't buy anything for a dime today. 
MR. BLUM: She always made one statement that, uh, 
I always liked. She said that if any of us thought 
enough of her to, uh, you know, about sending her 
flowers (she was talking about that she said she 
really didn't believe in flowers at death), she 
said, "If you think enough of me, send them now 
so I can smell them and see them." And, uh, the 
last time I saw Maude was, uh, when they dedicated 
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McMindes Hall. When she was there, she had 
retired then. Now wasn't in best of health, but 
her mind was sharp, and had always been. She 
was a very very unique person. I would say the 
best teacher that I ever had. And I had a great 
first and second grade teacher. Uh, and, you 
know, it's hard to judge pecause how can you 
judge when you're, uh, 23 or 24 years compared to ... 
JUNIOR: When YOU were six? 
MR. BLUM: When you were seven or six. 
JUNIOR: Uh, how did she relate to her students, 
or what kind of concern did she show to them? 
MR. BLUM: Uh, I think that she was, uh, she was 
devoted to her task and to her job. She wasn't 
uh, you know, if she ever showed, I don't, I 
don't, I don't think that Maude would have ever 
known how to show favoritism. 
think she could. 
I just don't 
JUNIOR: What did she prefer to be called by her students? 
MR. BLUM: Uh. 
JUNIOR: Or how would she be preferred? 
MR. BLUM: You know, I never referred to her anything 
but Miss McMindes. And, uh, but I, you know, and 
I, I don't that she ever made it a point. I 
Maude McMindes 
1 1 
I remember she talked about, uh, addressing the 
teachers and, us, when, uh, I used to have some 
definite ideas that, uh, and I think that depends 
on the individual. Because, I've known people 
that, uh, can get by being called by their first 
name by their students, and that are excellent 
teachers. I've taught wi~h two that they got by. 
I tried it. and, uh, couldn't get away from it, 
and it had to be strictly Mr. Blum. And, it 
didn't matter, it couldn't be coach, or it 
couldn't be Bob, or anything else. It just had 
to be Mr. Blum. 
JUNIOR: Yeah? 
MR. BLUM: And,uh, so Maude, you know, it's just 
like when I refer to her now while I would say 
Maude. But, uh, I think when I would talk to her 
personally. Uh, but she was easy to talk to and, 
uh, she was blunt. She didn't, uh, didn't try to 
cover up any, uh, to make something sound better 
than it was. I remember once a letter that I 
wrote to her. I was, uh, taking quite a few 
hours, and I worked at night, in uh, liquor store. 
My wife was working, and, uh, I thought I was 
really busy. So, anyway, this letter, well, I 
wrote to Maude and I told her how busy I was. 
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And, uh, and I, and how things had gone that week. 
And when I got the answer back, well, she said, 
uh, pointed out in her, uh, last paragraph, she 
said, "I appreciate your comment about being so 
busy. However, if you think you are busy now, 
wait until you get out into the teaching field. 
Then you'll find out how 9usy you really are." 
Saying that was, that's how she, uh, she is. One 
of the things I looked on, that another thing 
she had us, we had have a section in this book 
on jokes. Maude, uh, had to have at least 50 
jokes. Well, that was kind of busy work. But, 
the, her point was that, that you had to have some 
humor .... (interruption--Mr. Blum is referring to 
his book of self-helps which he had to compile 
under Maude McMindesl She has down here: Teacher's 
Ratings, Purpose of Education, Primary Objects, 
Social Growth, Secondary Objects, Growth and 
Knowledge, and Skills. See your social growth was 
the primary to her. And, uh, then she had 
Definitions of Social Growth, the Desirable Social 
and Moral Behavior. Increase in Ability to Get 
Along, Maturity and Tastes, and Habits .... And then had 
a bit to get a file for teaching certificate. 
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And, uh, there's one part in here that I was looking 
for. Uh, you asked one question a while ago that, 
uh, about Maude and how she was to, uh, how she 
treated her students and so forth. And. uh, I 
think that probably, that the more I thought about 
that question was that uh, I think that, uh, 
maybe that was really her think that she was trying 
' 
to get across to her students was that, uh, uh, 
how not to play favoritism. And this is one 
thing that was one of the basics why. That, uh, 
because some just like in a family. We know 
parents and, uh, some of them, they just can't 
treat their children the same. And, uh, you'd 
probably be the same way with the students. 
And I always thought that was probably one of the 
tougher jobs in teaching was not to show favoritism. 
Because, uh, some students just, uh, they demand 
more attention and they strive to get it. So I 
think that.yeah, that was one of the, uh, things 
... basic things she was getting across. 
JUNIOR: Uh, in Dr. Forsyth's book that he wrote, 
The HistQ.OL_Q.LFort Hays State_!,!nj vers i ty. in there 
he stated Maude initiated the student teaching 
block program. Uh, can you elaborate on that for me? 
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JUNIOR: Uh, what importance did she stress in 
education, like you know, especially in educating 
high school and elementary students? 
MR. BLUM: Uh, (pause) she (pause) I think she 
strived that through hard work that you would 
succeed in your task. And, uh, and never dawned 
on Maude that she ever let on that if you really 
I 
put everything you had into teaching that you'd 
be a successful teacher. 
JUNIOR: That's interesting. 
MR. BLUM: And, uh, I kind of think that's true. 
Because she had to be working, uh, oh, uh, 
probably 80 to 100 hours a week. 
JUNIOR: That's a lot. What subject area did she 
feel to be the most crucial for any student to 
master? 
MR. BLUM: Uh, t think in being able to cope with, 
uh. students. And being able to cope with, uh, 
yourself. 
JUNIOR: Besides a regular, uh, class schedule on 
campus, uh, do you know whether seh got involved 
in other programs on campus, quite a bit? 
MR. BLUM: Uh, no, I don't think that she probably 
as much as I know. She was, she had her way, 
but, uh, she really din't have time to do any 
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paliticking in any part. Uh, I was just looking 
here at one, one is "Know your students", and uh, 
this one says "The better a teacher knows his 
students the more successful he will be in the 
associations with them." Uh, Maude believed in 
that principle. And when I taught, when I was 
principal, we had faculty feetings. Uh, the 
first week of school, uh, the important thing 
for me was to learn every student by their first 
name. It was an achievement to call them by 
their first name, and not "hey you" and so on, and 
so forth. That, you know, a lot of teachers will 
go a full year and still if they haven't learned 
their students and can't remember their name. 
Well, that's kind of like trying to deal with a 
family member, in that, uh, if a parent couldn't 
remember their children's first names, uh, you 
know, they might use a, uh, nickname. But, they'd 
have to refer to them, if they'd just said her or 
she, or something. Well, I suppase that you'd 
have to. I think that's very important. Maude 
believed in that principle. Then when she'd 
address us, she wasn't like other teachers, but 
some of the teachers never did know our names. 
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She always did remember. She called me Mr. Blum. 
Uh, whoever she would address. I know when, uh, 
our oldest daughter started teaching and, uh, I 
told her that principle of teaching, if she did 
nothing else the first week but learn the students' 
names, and personally, that, uh, she would be a 
successful teacher. And, uh, so she came home 
' 
after the first week and I had forgotten that I 
made the statement. She said, "Dad, I almost 
made it." I said, "What do you mean?" She said 
"Well. I almost learned everyone's name." So, uh, 
and, uh, I think she taught eight years 'til she 
had children and, uh, had to be a successful 
teacher. Then. I have, we have one daughter 
that's teaching in California now that has, uh. 
she told her on the telephon. that she's teaching 
a new accelerated English program in Monterey, 
California. I believe she tA.d me that she has 
six classes with about 25 in a class. And so, 
I'm sure she had a little trouble learning 
first names. 
JUNIOR: (snicker) YEah. They're all different. 
It sounds like through your being instructed under 
Maude and what she instilled within you, the 
Maude McMindes 
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principles, it went through to your daughters 
as well. 
MR. BLUM: Well, I think so. Now that one of her 
points was that, uh, what, uh, you gain or learn 
you should pass on. She was great. 
JUNIOR: In your book, there on your students' 
helps book, I was wondering if you would read off 
the contents that had you have in that. 
MR. BLUM: Uh, it was divided into, uh, four parts. 
The, uh, first, this frontus piece, that's a 
picture of how a teacher should look, the title 
page, forward and then your table of contents. 
And, uh, that was it. The division then has, this 
has 213 pages in it. Just a few, like division 
one, unit one was "the classroom." Unit two was 
"the teacher", unit three "the school and the 
social order," unit four was "teaching, learning 
the experiences." And, uh, that was the four units 
in the appendix and, uh, this was where they had 
different things that she was very definite about. 
Uh, basic vocabulary for secondary education, and, 
uh, quotations. 
JUNIOR: How did she stress vocabulary? You know, 
to be instructed to the students? How did she go 




MR. BLUM: Uhm, she was unique in that. uh. she told 
us all how we should dress. and we should work. 
But. she stressed the fact that how you taught 
was unique with every individual. And, uh. I 
believe that whole-heartedly. And, it's just like 
about the, that I mention~d before about the 
name. Is that, uh. you can. someone can teach 
right with first name. Others can't. Some teachers 
can teach by doing. Others can do by saying. 
You know, it's just, it's different with everyone. 
And, uh, I think that's, uh, basically the family 
Concept. That as a parent you can do one thing with 
one child and next one it won't work, so you'll 
have to try something else. And, I believe in here, 
I was reading this book the other night, that 
someplace that I picked up from Maude was that, 
uh, you were always striving to improve. And 
you're always going to be striving to improve 
yourself to improve your students. That was, 
she mentioned in here, that the money aspect of 
teaching was removed from Maude's mind. 
JUNIOR: That's interesting. 
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MR. BLUM: She, she had, uh, she was very definite. 
But, uh, you know, she didn't hesitate to say if 
there was someone she didn't like. She wouldn't 
say this about a student, because, but if there 
was an instructor she didn't like, she 
didn't hesitate to say so. 
JUNIOR: How was she about revealing her past 
' 
experiences?MR. BLUM: Uh, you know, I never did 
hear her relay her past experiences, because 
she wasn't that kind of a teacher. And, I think 
that probably, uh, until the day that she died, 
she lived for waht she could do for someone 
next today. See, she wasn't teaching for Maude 
McMindes, she was teaching for people that she 
felt that she had .... You know that's saying, that 
a ministry, I think you have a calling. That 
would be my feeling about Maude, that she had 
a calling. 
JUNIOR: I understand that she was Principal of the 
Hays High School before she started teaching at 
Fort Hays. Do you know how long she was principal 
there? 
MR.BLUM: I do not. 
JUNIOR: Do you know what her influences were on the 
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public school education in this area? In this 
community? 
MR. BLUM: Well, this, this would be all through the, 
uh, what I heard from others. They said she was 
very successful. That, uh, she was always, even 
though that she was a woman in her time.in a 
man's pesition, because mo~t principals, they 
didn't think that having a lady principal. 
Because, they couldn't handle the discipline. 
But, uh, I heard some of them say that they'd go 
to Hays High, that, uh saying that anyone who'd 
have to go up to face Maude AMcMindes would 
rather take a beating. That she was consistent. 
JUNIOR: So, she was pretty strict in her discipline 
areas? 
MR. BLUM: She was strict. 
JUNIOR: How did she show discipline at the college? 
MR. BLUM? Just through the work. 
JUNIOR: Through the work? 
MR. BLUM: You see, that, uh, there wasn't any, 
uh, thought in mind that you completed what she 
had for YOU to do, if YOU had trouble doing 
anything else. And I think was true. I never 
thought of that. You know, I had six instructors, 
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and one who told us that if we wanted to go out 
and smoke, we could. She had change to that in 
about three days, because everyone was outside 
smoking. 
JUNIOR: Dr. Forsyth's book also stated that Maude 
had an office in local high school also during 
for student teaching. Can you elaborate on that? 
MR. BLUM: It wasn't a very big office. But, everyone 
had a box in that office where she kept her, 
uh, that was where we wrote our personal letters, 
in our boxes. We would put our personal letter 
to her in there every Friday. And, uh, every 
Monday morning that's were you'd pick yours uP or 
whenever. Sometimes you didn't always have to go 
on Monday morning, but most of the time you did. 
JUNIOR: During the time you did your student 
teaching under her, uh, how long did you do it? 
Like, did you do it through the whole day, or 
how many weeks? 
MR. BLUM: Yeah, as I remember we were, uh. I 
believe it was six weeks period of 
student teaching at Hays High. And we went, uh, 
that was, we went in the morning and went 'til 4:00 
or 4:30 whatever it was. 
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JUNIOR: How often did she come to check on you or 
to suPervise? 
MR. BLUM: Supervise? I don't think she ever came 
up to check. She didn't have to because we had 
our master teachers at Hays High. So, really, 
the only checking that she did was she might 
have done it through the irstructors there I 
think she accomplished that through her personal 
letters. 
JUNIOR: You wrote these letters during your student 
teaching time as well, to her? 
MR. BLUM: Well, you had to have them Friday. She 
didn't care when you wrote them, even if you 
wrote at three o'clock in the morning. Just 
so they were ther. 
JUNIOR: That's interesting. Do you remember anything 
also of special importance that hasn't been 
covered yet that would be beneficial? 
MR. BLUM: No. Probably the, uh, probably another 
one of the basics was that, uh, Maude was a, uh, 
Maude was a giver and not a taker. In that, uh, 
she gave of herself mostly in any way she could. 
And even though I'm sure that some of the 
principles you know about weren't right. All 
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others have that, uh, failing in us. That if 
it doesn't work out, but uh, you've gotta try 
something. Let's do something even if it's wrong. 
That's better than doing nothing. 
JUNIOR: Yes. Was she a pretty much of a big 
influence in the other school systems around, in 
the other communities? For instance, like 
• 
Russell, Wakeeney, surrounding communities? 
MR. BLUM: Oh, I think so. Because see about most 
of the graduates served in that, uh, helped, but 
you know. Some of Maude's teaching, you know, 
rubbed off I'm sure. She made an impression on 
me. I'm sure there are a lot of student teachers 
she didn't make that much of an impression on. 
And I'd like to think that I would say that as a 
successful teacher that part of it was due to 
Maude. And I'd like to think those who failed in 
teaching, it wasn't due to anything that Maude 
had taught them. You know, that's just personal 
opinions. On the campus they all have a different 
way of doing things. You argue today, and half 
of them--I shouldn't say argue, but have discussions. 
I talked to a teacher who is still a successful 
teacher and he said that Dr. Naylor probably was the 
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greatest teacher he ever had. And I never had 
Dr. Naylor as a teacher. I'm sure today, that, 
uh, like a lot of us, that if Maude could come 
back, that she would be lost trying to teach. 
And the same if I were to try to teach today. For 
this is the age of the computer. good or bad. 
I think it's bad, but a lot of things have to be .... 
JUNIOR: Well, I thank you for this interview. I 
really appreciated it. 
MR. BLUM: You bet. Thank you for coming by. 
